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Lovingly taken from the chapter of the same 
title in "Constituent Imaginations", edited by 
Stevphcn Shukaitis and David Graeber. Find 

most of the book online at http:// 
www.constitiicntimagination.net/, or get your 

local public library to order one! 
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No Gods, No Masters Degrees 

By the Crimethlnc Ex-Workers' Collective 

Can students and white-collar workers play roles in an 
uncompromising revolution for total liberation? The world has 
changed— it seems for the worse— since the high tide of revolts by 
unions and student radicals. Contemporary schools and 
universities in the United States are not exactly hotbeds of 
revolution. In fact, with the exception of some union organizing 
among graduate students and janitors, they are barely keeping 
the leftovers warm, in contrast to their contemporaries in France 
and Chile. This is a shocking state of affairs, given the once- 
respected position of students as the incendiary igniter of global 
insurrection. What has become of the student mobs throwing 
teachers out of classrooms and lecture halls, the genera! 
assemblies in university auditoriums, the walkouts, the 
communiques sent to presidents and prime ministers advising 
them of their coming demise? 

And where are the masses of organized workers struggling 
for the destruction of capitalism? We need the second coming, the 
Wobblies of old, or the union organizers in West Virginia who were 
ready to take on the army itself at the Battle of Blair Mountain. 
Organized labor today seems barely able to combat the decline of 
wages and benefits, and is more terrified of strikes than capable of 
calling them. With people now feeling lucky to have a job, any job, 
it seems radicals have the impossible task of organizing a nation 
of phantoms: office workers, single mothers, the depressed and 
uninspired, the brokenhearted and overworked, all caught up in 
the system and unable get anywhere no matter what they do. 
What about the infamous dropouts? Has the composition of 



closing the book, stepping back from it, and stepping forward into 
your own life. So— go on— close this book. Confess your love, grab 
that gun, plant that seed, lay your body in front of that bulldozer. 
Seize your life by any and all means necessary. 

Put down the book and take action. At that very moment, 
which we hope is just a few infinitesimal seconds away, the giant 
lie that has cast its shadow across human history will begin at long 
last to dissolve. What lies on the other side of history, no one 
knows. Yet we can promise you this— we'll see you on that other 
side. 
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surrender to a life-in-death of obedience to the system, you will be 
fully complicit in its bloody end. However, within the deepest 
recesses of your being, you have the resources to do something 
beautiful, something that can change the world. You might think 
it is unfair for us to put all this weight on the shoulders of a 
stranger. After all, you're clearly not a revolutionary. Maybe you 
have a job that is counterrevolutionary to the core, and what type 
of revolution can be incited by someone with that type of job? 

This is the crux of the argument: any job, anywhere, can be 
approached in a revolutionary manner. The less revolutionary 
potential you think a job has, the more likely that it will actually be 
radical to subvert it, if only you can find the courage! 

On the other hand, perhaps your background's not right, 
you don't feel.like a capable and sexy young revolutionary. You're 
too old, or too tired, or not confident, or deaf, or so on. Consider 
that this might be a hidden strength, that the very diversity of our 
lives is and must be the basis for a true revolution. A revolution 
brought about by only student revolutionaries, or for that matter 
any other demographic alone, would lead to disaster. Yet a 
revolution brought about by cunning alliances between the least 
likely of us will create exactly the type of situations we need, 
situations that can break us free from the chains of habit and 
separation. 

What's stopping you? Here we find ourselves in an ironic 
situation, preaching revolutionary action from a book of words. 
No matter how they are arranged, words alone cannot create 
revolution. Likewise, despite our constant calls for action, neither 
can action without thought. Revolutionary situations arise when 
people bring their words and dreams into alignment with their 
actions on an everyday basis. No book, no matter how well written 
or insightful, can provide that last crucial step. That step involves 



classes changed so much that revolution is now impossible 
beyond personal rebellion and individual revolt? 

Meanwhile, the United States government and its allies 
seem to be hellbent on bringing about worldwide apocalypse, and 
an explosive revolutionary situation in the belly of the best might 
be our only chance of survival. While students in the US have 
always been tamer than their comrades worldwide— research 
what students did in Mexico or Italy did in the Vietnam area and 
prepare to have your paisley-colored glasses blown away—things 
are quieter than ever on the Western Front. Worse, those closest 
to the source of the problem — the middle-class, the "creative 
class," the white-collar workers, office managers, high school 
teachers— are living up to their reputation as mere drones. 

Rather than complain about all the sectors of society that 
don't live up to our revolutionary ideals, however, we have 
combed the files of Gimethlnc agents who made the ultimate 
sacrifice, who went to schools and workplaces with the explicit 
goal of undermining capitalism. In the course of several years in 
and out of high schools, universities, offices, and other psychiatric 
wards, these agents have formulated strategies and tactics for 
expropriating the white-collar world for revolutionary ends. Here 
follows the assembled notes of one such class mutineer. 

Escaping the College-Industrial Complex 

Education as we know it exists primarily to indoctrinate 
habits. It is designed to produce obedience and nurture a 
willingness to complete mindless and meaningless tasks without 
complaint. Since humans naturally preferto have meaningful lives 
and do practical, useful things, this innate tendency must be 
repressed at all costs by authorities at the earliest possible age. 
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Luckily, the educational system, given a number of years, can 
usually stamp out all traces of creativity and critical thinking. 
Indeed, now that the family, in former times the oppressive 
institution par excellence, is breaking down, only education can fill 
the gap it leaves. For children in school, every moment is 
regimented and controlled, every moment is devoted to some 
task — any task except actually pursuing their own desires. 

Previously, keeping most workers until the end of high 
school was enough to ensure their domestication, not to mention 
provide them with the basic reading and writing skills necessary to 
pay taxes. With the advent of global capitalism and the 
subsequent specialization of work on a global scale, new and more 
intensive forms of education are increasingly required. 
Universities, formerly havens from reality for the spawn of the 
ruling class to network and mate with each other, have now been 
opened as holding cells forthe children of the serfs. 

Within the modern university, the sciences serve as 
convenient cover for state research into control techniques and 
methods 1 of mass murder and exploitation. Likewise, the empire of 
machines requires people with mechanical backgrounds to fix 
cars, program computers, and balance the books of its various 
corporations. Since these require technical aptitude beyond basic 
arithmetic, schools offer everything from business and accounting 
classes to engineering and computer science programs. From time 
to time, the system needs apologists forthe terrifying destruction 
caused by capitalism, so people are ushered into journalism 
schools and departments of economics. Departments of political 
science and international relations prepare others to join the 
minor bureaucracy of the state apparatus itself, where they can 
participate in repression and murder by relaying commands to 
soldiers and police themselves. Holdouts who still believe in 



privilege at not having to deal with the monotonous and endless 
nine-to-ft ve grind. Where is the book composed by a collective of 
revolutionary postal workers, the book speaking of the lives and 
dreams of clerks and janitors? You swear to write that book. 

Or maybe you are a student who recently stayed up all 
night reading the Communist Manifesto and, after a binge of 
underage drinking, proceeded to declare your dormitory a 
People's Republic. Confronted with the choice of endless classes 
ranging from Linear Algebra to Biological Anthropology, it all 
seems so meaningless, and the university no better than a vast 
factory of obfuscation and bureaucracy. Instead of deciding what 
you want to do with your life, which seems paramount to putting 
an end to your life then and there, you want life itself! Reading 
about academics trying to create that life in actuality, perhaps you 
may find it easier to feel that— even within the ivory tower— action 
can be taken, and you can take that action. 

Or perhaps you are a professor, who has spent countless 
hours lecturing students on obscure postmodern philosophy. You 
dreamed as a young graduate student of changing the world, 
lighting it on fire with your ideas, writing famous books that would 
inspire the following generations to rise up and create a new one. 
Perhaps somewhere in the endless publish-or-perish cycle you lost 
that dream, and now you write endless articles for journals no one 
will ever read, much less find inspiring. Now, reading this book, 
you wonder if you could change things, if instead of just talking 
about revolution you could create it yourself. A dream has been 
rekindled. Who knows? 

These are just phantasms. We don't know anything about 
you! Yet this we do know: everything depends on you. Your 
actions, over the next day, month, year, decade, lifetime, will 
determine whether or not you and the world itself survives. If you 
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when the system enters total collapse. A total collapse hopefully 
caused by us. 

Yet the true test of anarchy is not whether we can push the 
system into collapse, but what we can do in the here and now, 
how we take advantage of any opportunity, including collapse, to 
spread anarchy. Let it never be misunderstood that the only path 
to revolution is for ail anarchists to drop out. No, the important 
question is how we link the efforts and desires of those within the 
system to those without its assurances and controls. To this end, 
we need more analysis of how cross-class alliances have helped 
push forward the revolutionary struggle throughout history. Such 
a study could begin with the impoverished masses who let Russian 
princes such as Kropotkin and Bakunin throw their lot in with 
them, and extend up to the mixed-class groups cooking and 
serving Food Not Bombs today. 

Revolution 

Ultimately, we must not only use whatever resources we 
have to further revolution, we must also turn any and every 
situation to the ends of revolution, including white-collar jobs and 
university lecture halls. In this sense every revolutionary must be a 
situationist, an artist of situations. 

If we are unyielding in our demand for world revolution 
not tomorrow, not after exams, not after the next book is written 
or after hours, but now, then we put you — dear reader — in a 
precarious position. We admit, we barely know you. You could be 
an embittered revolutionary, who has already spent all your 
money on countless hours of organizing, and is considering 
getting a job at the postal service. Perhaps, reading about 
academics attempting to walk their talk, you feel jealous of their 



romantic notions of education are directed to humanities 
curriculums or "art schools" where they waste years of their lives 
myopically burying their heads in books or other self-indulgent 
activities until they are humiliated enough to take up service 
industry jobs for which their high school diplomas would have 
qualified them. How many dishwashing philosophers does the 
world need? 

The truly remarkable thing is that people subject 
themselves to these forms of "education" willingly. In a massive 
scam, capitalism convinces people to pay for the privileged of 
being "educated," and thus to go into debt from which they can 
never emerge, permanently yoking them to the system! 

Let's focus in on my own experience here. Many of my 
comrades— hell, most of them— approached school solely for the 
sake of a career. A nice stable family. A job, respect in the 
community. Despite their punk bands and their activism, their 
causes and their marches, they still wanted fundamentally the 
same thing as their parents, or at least couldn't imagine anything 
else. Whatever their political commitments were, they seemed to 
regard them essentially as a hobby that would have to be given up 
sooner or later for the inevitable assimilation into working life; 
"politics" and "work" formed a dichotomy that could never be 
bridged or mixed. 

I found all this incredibly disturbing. After all, the jobs they 
sought consisted for the most part of endless processions of 
paperwork, numberpunching, and pointless meetings— and we're 
not talking about working class jobs, but privileged white-collar 
work! What joy could there be in that drudgery? Most of our 
parents were so busy they didn't even have time to play games 
with us as children, or to read us books. Instead, they put us in 
front of the television with a fast-food meal before collapsing in 
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